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coverings of tlie seeds are so marked that a
person knowing them can easily recognize
the species from which they came.
Some seeds are hard and dry, or stony;
others develop appendages, such as wings, or
silky hair, evidently intended to aid in their
distribution. In a few species there is an
extra covering, called an aril, which is either
feshy or sacklike, as may be seen in the
mace of a nutmeg.
Seed Testing. To secure the best pros-
pects for a good crop, successful farmers
test their seeds before planting. Professor
Nbbbe established the first laboratory for
testing seeds at Tharand, Saxony, in 1869.
Since that time laboratories have been estab-
lished in most European countries, where in
numerous instances the quality of the seed
is under governmental control. Seed test-
ing laboratories are found in the United
States in connection with the national De-
partment of Agriculture and many indi-
vidual state experiment stations.
A simple device for seed testing consists of
two plates of the same size. A piece of blot-
ting paper marked off: into squares two inches
in diameter is placed in one plate. Enough
water is poured into the plate to moisten the
paper, and ten seeds to be tested are dropped
in each square. Over these another piece of
blotting paper, on a damp cloth, is placed,
and this is covered by turning the second
plate over the first. The blotter must be kept
moist, and the plates set where the tem-
perature will be about the same as that
of the soil at the time of planting. In eight
or ten days the seed should have germinated
(sprouted). The number of seeds that have
germinated in each square should be counted,
and thus the percentage of good seed in the
lot from which the seeds were taken is esti-
mated. See seed dispersal.
SEEGrEB, ala;n- (1888-1916), an Ameri-
ican poet who made one of the most notable
contributions to the poetry of the World
War in his splendid lyric, I Have a Rendez-
vous with Death. He was bom in New York
City, but spent part of his boyhood in the
City of Mexico. In 1910 he was graduated
at Harvard University, and two years later
went to Paris, "where he continued to write
poetry, which, had been begun in Ms
college days. In August, 1914, shortly after
the outbreak of the World War, he enlisted
in the Foreign Legion of Prance, The young
poet spent many weary months in drilling
 and becoming inured to the monotony of
trench life, but in the spring of 1915 he took
part in the Battle of Champagne. After this
engagement his regiment passed to the rear
and was not sent to the front until May, 1916.
On July 4 the Legion was ordered to clear the
enemy out of the village of Belloy-en-San-
terre, and in the first advance Seeger fell
wounded. The next morning his dead body
was found on the battlefield.
Alan Seeger's poems were published in
America in December, 1916. They include
his early verse, entitled Juvenilia, a number
of sonnets and translations of Italian classics,
and his war poems. His most famous lyric
appears below. Another notable poem, Ode
in Memory of the American- Volunteers
Fallen for France, was written in two days
in the midst of trench hardships.
The poem that immortalized Seeger is
given in full below:
I have a rendezvous with Death
At some disputed barricade,
"When Spring- comes back with rustling shade
And apple blossoms fill the air—
I have a rendezvous with Death
When Spring- brings back blue days and fair.
It may be he shall take my hand
And lead me into his dark land
And close my eyes and quench my breath—
It may be I shall pass him still.
I have a rendezvous with Death
On some scarred slope of battered hill,
"When Spring- comes round again this year
And the first meadow-flowers appear.
God knows 'twere better to bo deep
Pillowed in silk and scented down,
Where Love throbs out in blissful sleep,
Pulse nig-h to pulse, and breath to breath,
Where hushed awakenings aro dear.    *    *    *
But I've a, rendezvous with Death
At midnight in some flaming" town,
When Spring- trips north again this year.
And I to my pledged word am tru«»
I shall not fail that rendezvous.
SEIDLITZ, se&lits, POWDERS, a medi-
cine, named after the Seldlite spa in Bohemia.
These powders are usually put up in blue and
•white papers, the blue containing tartrate of
soda and potash (RocMle salt), with bicar-
bonate of soda; and the white, tartarie acid*
The contents of the blue paper are dissolved
in half a tumbler of water, and the acid
powder i$ then added. The draught is taken
during the effervescence, which begins at once*
The medicine is mildly laxative*
SEiamORAGE, **0#V*r ayj, a royalty or
prerogative of the sovereign whereby an
allowance of gold or silver, brought to a mint

